Special Committee on Criminal Law and Procedure (SCCL)
1.
Members of the SCCL were as follows:

Mr. Peter Duncan, SC (Chairman) 


Mr. Andrew Bruce, SC


Mr. Eric Kwok, SC


Mr. James McGowan 


Mr. Giles Surman 

Mr. Dominic Yeung


Mr. Martyn Richmond


Ms. Maggie Wong


Mr. Edwin Choy




Ms. Audrey Campbell-Moffat


Mr. Derek Chan
2.
This has been a quiet year for this SCCL.  Matters discussed have included:

· The assignment by the Duty Lawyer Service of several ‘not guilty’ cases to one barrister all set down on the same day.  (This is a matter of concern to the Law Society who have raised it with us).
· Fees for transcripts and recording of proceedings.

· Use of  Correctional Services Department laptop computer during ‘legal visits”

·  Consideration of the Bar’s paper on ‘wasted costs” proposals.

· “Briefing-out” policy of the DOJ

3.
Very recently the Bar has received a draft of an intended Practice Direction to be issued in respect of Applications for Stay of Proceedings.  This will have significant ramifications for members who have been circulated with the proposals.  It is intended that the SCCL consider all comments (many have already been received) and the draft itself, early in the New Year.

4.
One of our Vice-Chairman, Mr. Clive Grossman, SC, has been nominated by the Bar Council as an Asia Representative of the International Criminal Bar (ICB).  It is expected that Clive’s appointment will be ratified at the General    Assembly of the ICB in New York in December.

5.
I take this opportunity of thanking members for their support.
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